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1 . THE NATIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE REFORM COUNCIL (NARC) 
CONTINUES TO SOLIDIFY ITS CONTROL OVER THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THAILAND. THE NARC HAS EXPANDED FROM 1 8 TO 

24 MEMBERS INCREASING THE PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION 
OF ARMY OFFICERS, ESPECIALLY THOSE WITH DIRECT COMMAND 
OF TROOPS NEAR BANGKOK. OVERT STUDENT AND LABOR OPPOSI- 
TION TO THE NARC IS NON-EXISTENT AS THAI SECURITY FORCES 
CONTINUE TO SEARCH FOR "COMMUNIST" SUSPECTS, ESPECIALLY 
FROM AMONG STUDENT ELEMENTS. POLICE, HOWEVER, SEEM 
ANXIOUS TO RELEASE AS MANY OF THE 3,000 PEOPLE UNDER 
ARREST AS SOON AS THEY CAN BE SCREENED, DETAINING ONLY 
THOSE TO BE PROSECUTED FOR SPECIFIC OFFENSES. THE 
CASUALTY TOTAL FOR THE VIOLENCE OCTOBER 6, WHICH PRE- 
CEDED THE COUP D’ETAT, STANDS AT 39 DEAD (INCLUDING TWO 
POLICEMEN) AND 167 WOUNDED. 
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2. OUR EMBASSY IN BANGKOK REPORTS THAT MANY THAI OBSERVERS 
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FEEL THAT THE MAJORITY OF THAIS SUPPORTED THE MILITARY 
TAKEOVER, BUT AN OUTRIGHT MILITARY DICTATORSHIP IS STILL 

NOT WHAT MOST THAI WANT, AND THE NEW AUTHORITIES WILL 
HAVE TO AVOID THE APPEARANCE OF SUCH A REGIME TO RETAIN 
PUBLIC SUPPORT. APPARENTLY AWARE OF PUBLIC SENTIMENT, 
NARC CHIEF ADMIRAL SA-NGAT PRESENTED THE NAME OF THE NEW 
PRIME MINISTER TO THE KING OCTOBER 8 FOR APPOINTMENT. 

HIS NAME IS THANIN KRAIWICHIAN, A VIRTUALLY UNKNOWN 
LAWYER AND UNIVERSITY LECTURER WHO HAS BEEN 
LINKED WITH ULTRA-CONSERVATIVE ORGANIZATIONS IN THAI- 
LAND. COMMITTEES OF CIVILIANS HAVE ALSO BEEN APPOINTED TO 
ASSIST IN THE OPERATION OF VARIOUS MINISTRIES UNTIL A 
CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT IS FORMED, THE NEW PRIME MINISTER 
HAS SAID, WITHIN THE NEXT 14 DAYS. THE COMMITTEES IN- 
CLUDE SOME WELL-KNOWN FIGURES, E.G. EX-FOREIGN MINISTER 
THANAT KHOMAN, AND ARE HIGHLY CONSERVATIVE IN COMPOSI- 
TION. NEWSPAPERS ARE STILL NOT AVAILABLE, BUT MANY EX- 
PECT TO BE ABLE TO PUBLISH SOON. INDEPENDENT RADIO AND 
T.V. BROADCASTING HAS RESUMED.PROVIDED THAT ALL PROGRAMS 
"PROMOTE UNITY, NATIONAL TRADITION AND PUBLIC ORDER". 

THE KING HAS ALSO FURTHERED THE LEGITIMACY OF THE NARC. 
ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT MENTION THE NEW AUTHORITY BY NAME 
DURING A BRIEF RADIO ADDRESS TO THE NATION, THE KING 
DID USE LANGUAGE CONSISTENT WITH THE NARC'S OWN JUSTI- 
FICATION FOR SEIZING POWER. 

3. INTERNATIONAL REACTION TO THE COUP IN THAILAND HAS 
INCLUDED CHARGES BY BOTH RADIO LAOS AND RADIO HANOI 
THAT THE U.S. ENGINEERED THE TAKEOVER. IN RESPONSE 
TO A QUESTION, THE DEPARTMENT'S SPOKESMAN REPLIED THAT 
THE CHARGE WAS RIDICULOUS. ROBINSON 
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